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Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This is a bit belated, but to all that I haven’t seen yet: welcome back! 

You’ll find that this is a bit of a bumper issue of our newsletter, as 

we’ve included a few of the bits that we couldn’t share over the last 

two weeks due to the communication freeze as part of the national 

mourning period. Each week in our newsletter, we include pictures 

from a year group so that you can see what they’ve been getting up 

to in school. Last week was due to be Year 1, and this week Year 2, 

but as it’s a bumper edition, you’ve got both this week! 

I’m sure you’ll agree that the start of the school year has been 

fantastically smooth! It just doesn’t feel like we’ve been away for six weeks (in a 

couple of different ways...). The children have come in and settled so quickly; walking 

around the school is such a pleasure, as I can see that all of the classes are enjoying 

their learning and they’ve all got to know each other, and their new teachers, so well 

already.  

One of my early highlights from the year is the belated summer fair that we had a 

couple of weekends ago. I absolutely loved seeing so many people enjoying 

themselves around the school grounds and getting to know each other. I’d like to say 

a massive thank you to the PTA and their volunteers for giving up their time to put on 

such a fantastic event. I know lots of you have said how great it would be to have 

more events like this, and we agree! The PTA would love to have more volunteers who 

can help to put these events together: the more volunteers we get, the more events 

we can have! Either grab one of the committee members on the playground, or send 

an email into the school and we will pass it on.  

On the note of the PTA and fundraising, at the coffee morning earlier today we 

launched our next fundraising target: the sports hall! We are very lucky to have this 

space in a primary school (it’s very unusual to have something like this!), but as it 

wasn’t part of the original school spec, we have taken it on in the condition that it was 

left in. We’ve done some work to reinstate the electricity and have replaced all of the 

lights, but there’s a lot more that we’d like to do to it! Please keep your eyes out for 

fundraising drives over the year to help support our next project! 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

Mr Tirrell 
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Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week (12th - 16th September) 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

1H: Vivan & Caroline     1W: Gracie & Annabelle 

2D: Alice BG & Jack     2G: Max , Leo & Alfie    2K: Emi & Tijan 

3J: Max & Sebastian     3L: Grace & Isobel     3O: Joseph & Chloe 

4H: Harrison & Sarah     4W: Edward & Elana 

5A: Teddy & Theo     5L: Omodara & Amber   

6C: Isabella & Jude     6M: Daisy & Eva 

Congratulations! 

Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week (20th - 23rd September) 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

1H: Indiana & Arabella     1W: Oliver & Sebbie 

2D: Hadley & Tyrell     2G: Skyla & Emily     2K: Dorian & Martina 

3J: 3L: Anaya & Mia     3O: Olivia & Sadie 

4H: Stella & Teddy     4W: Elizabeth & Sam 

5A: Grace & Riaz     5L: Olivia & Annabelle  

6C: Emmy & Vanessa     6M: Charlie & Luana 

Congratulations! 
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This week’s phrase is:  

Bonsoir.  Good evening 

Next week’s phrase is: 

Merci—- de rien.  Thank you—you’re welcome. 

A full list, plus a handy pronunciation guide, is on 

our website here. 

PE days  

Reception - Monday    Year 1 - Thursday  

Year 2 - Wednesday    Year 3 - Tuesday  

Year 4 - Thursday    Year 5 - Wednesday  

Year 6 - Tuesday (and swimming on Mondays) 

On your child’s PE day, please send them to school in their PE kit; they will stay in this all 

day to maximise the amount of time they have for their PE lesson. 

Lost Property 

For safeguarding reasons, we cannot continue to store lost property in the current 

location, so our lost property arrangements are changing. Any items of lost property 

that are clearly labelled (with your child’s name, and ideally class) will be returned 

to them in their classrooms. Any unlabelled items will be added to lost property 

which will be available in the playground every Friday after school.  Please note, 

lost property cannot be accessed at any other time. 

At the end of each half term, all remaining unlabelled items will be added to our 

second hand uniform stock, which will then be made available for sale to raise 

money for the school (badly damaged items will be disposed of). 

Please ensure all items of clothing, bottles, lunchboxes etc. are clearly labelled. This 

will ensure that items can be returned quickly. We are currently receiving huge 

numbers of unlabelled items each day.  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Phrase-de-la-Semaine-French-Phonetically-English.pdf
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Year 1 have had  a hugely successful start to their year. There’s been lots of new 

things to remember but they are all settling in remarkably well. As you can see here, 

we’ve been working as a team to make sure we move around the school quickly and 

quietly to get the most out of our learning time. When we are in our classroom, the 

children show that they are enthusiastic and ready to learn by tracking their teacher. 

Look at how successfully they’ve settled into their learning too. There’s lots to do in a Year 1 day. 

Here you can see us working together in phonics (where we learn to read and write words), 

writing (where we’ve been learning how to write sentences with capital letters and stop marks) 

and in maths (where we’ve been counting groups of objects and seeing different ways to 



 

5 

La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 

Academic Year 2022 - 2023 

Friday 23rd September 2022 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich curriculum delivers 

academic excellence and prepares our children to be 

the transformational leaders of the future. 

Aesop’s Fables 

In English we are exploring Aesop’s fables and using 

the characters for inspiration in our descriptive writing.  

Year 2 are cruising through the start of this new year, with fabulous conduct and a 

wonderful enthusiasm towards their learning! 

The Victorian Era 

In history we are delving deep into the reign of 

Queen of Victoria and what life would have 

been like for a child in those times. 

Animals (including humans) 

Our science this term is all about animals and how 

we classify and sort them. The children have been 

busy identifying and classifying different species 

according to their characteristics. 
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Thanks to the wonder of technology, Year 6 took 

part in the annual Big Hair Assembly last week.  

The event, which was streamed worldwide, 

celebrated World Afro Day. Year 6 thoroughly 

enjoyed learning about and celebrating hair, 

identity and equality through interactive quizzes, 

live demonstrations and a talented dance 

performance! 

LFA Entrepreneur Talia (one of our old Y6 

students) relaunched her business ‘My Little Evil 

Eye’ in July at the Orpington Children's Business 

Fair (after an award-winning initial launch at 

March's CBF) selling her handmade crystal 

jewellery. Talia managed to sell a whopping 22 

products to Orpington's amazed shoppers! To 

find out more about the Children’s Business fair 

follow the link below:  

Children's Business Fair UK | The next, great entrepreneurs 

(childrensbusinessfair.co.uk)  

https://childrensbusinessfair.co.uk/
https://childrensbusinessfair.co.uk/
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Sporting success!  

Huge congratulations to Grace in 

Year 6 who has been selected to join 

the Orpington and Bromley District 

girls football team!  

We are incredibly proud of Grace 

and we can’t wait to celebrate even 

more success with her over the year, 

both with this team and the LFA 

football team!  

Who knows, maybe Grace is a future 

Lioness and World Cup winner! 

Musical Maestro!  

We are thrilled to report that Asher, in Year 3, has 

recently passed the ABRSM Grade 1 piano exam. Not 

only did he pass, but he passed with Merit! This is an 

amazing accomplishment and we are super proud.  
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Les dates pour votre agenda: Dates for your diary 
*please note that dates are subject to change should the need arise 

September: 

School tours: Reception 2023/prospective new families (meet at 9am in the main office) 

Weekly, on Fridays, beginning 30th September 

Parent/carer class visits (2.15pm - 3.00pm; enter the school via the main office) 

Friday 30th September - Year 5 & Year 6 

October: 

Black History Month 

All of October 

Reception 2023: Prospective family introduction to Reception at LFA (5.30pm - 6.30pm) 

Wednesday 5th October 

Parent/carer class visits (2.15pm - 3.00pm; enter the school via the main office) 

Friday 7th October - Year 3 & Year 4 

Friday 14th October - Year 1 & Year 2 

Friday 21st October - Reception 

Art Week 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st December 

Year 1 trip to the Horrible Histories Thames Boat Tour 

Thursday 20th October 

Last day of the half term 

Friday 21st October 

November: 

First day of the half term 

Monday 7th November 

Reception 2023: Prospective family introduction to Reception at LFA (5.30pm - 6.30pm) 

Wednesday 9th November 

Wednesday 23rd November 

PTA coffee morning and AGM 

Friday 25th November 
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Les dates pour votre agenda: Dates for your diary 
*please note that dates are subject to change should the need arise 

November: 

Flu nasal sprays (all year groups) 

Thursday 10th November  

Anti-bullying week 

Monday 14th - Friday 18th November 

Year 6 trip to the Imperial War Museum 

Wednesday 23rd November 

Individual & sibling photographs 

Friday 25th November 

Year 3 trip to the Science Museum 

Tuesday 29th November 

December: 

Parent/carer meetings (3.30pm - 6.30pm; via Zoom) 

Wednesday 7th December 

Thursday 8th December  

Art week 

Monday 12th - Friday 16th December 

Last day of term 

Friday 16th December 

January: 

First day of term 

Tuesday 3rd January 

 

Additional dates may be added as the term progresses, so please 

check these date pages regularly for updates!   



 

10 

La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 

Academic Year 2022 - 2023 

Friday XX MONTH 20XX 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich curriculum delivers 

academic excellence and prepares our children to be 

the transformational leaders of the future. 



 

11 

La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 

Academic Year 2022 - 2023 

Friday XX MONTH 20XX 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich curriculum delivers 

academic excellence and prepares our children to be 

the transformational leaders of the future. 

NATIONAL ONLINE 

SAFETY 
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MENU 
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