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La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 
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Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I think it would be fair to say that we haven’t quite had the end of 

term we were expecting. I know it will have been disappointing for 

many of the children and their parents/carers that we weren’t able 

to go to the pantomime at the Churchill Theatre this week. I would 

like to praise the children’s resilience and positivity in the face of 

these disappointments and changes to all our plans. I feel 

especially grateful that we were able to go ahead with the winter 

performances last week just before the world went a bit topsy-turvy 

once again. Mr Tirrell and I would like to thank everyone for their continuing support 

and understanding at this time where some adaptations to our usual routines have 

had to be made and to thank all our staff for continuing to prioritise the needs of the 

children in order to minimise any disruption to their routines and learning.  

There’s still been plenty of festive cheer around this week: the pantomime 

cancellations have meant that the children have had some extra time to spend on 

their art and D&T projects and I’m very impressed with the outcomes that have been 

produced.  

A letter was sent out yesterday from our trust’s CEO, Mark Ducker, informing everyone  

of the substantive appointments of myself and Mr Tirrell as deputy headteacher and 

head of school. We are thrilled to be able to provide this consistency and continuity 

for our school community. We will continue to work hard to 

provide the very best quality of education and care for our 

children.  

I am delighted to be able to say that the KS1 and KS2 winter 

performances will be available to watch again via your 

child’s Google classroom over the break. So whatever our 

holidays bring, at least you can enjoy the wonderful 

performances once again from the comfort of your own 

homes. Please do remember not to share these videos on 

social media or elsewhere as they are for the children and 

their families only; please respect others’ privacy.  

I hope that you are all able to enjoy the holiday and that 

you stay safe and well. Everyone here at La Fontaine wishes 

you all a very merry Christmas and peaceful new year!  
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Prix d'excellence: Excellence awards  

Each half term, we recognise those that have consistently demonstrated our school values of 

excellence, respect, collaboration, responsibility and creativity. Congratulations to:  

RAF: Rares  RMH: Mishica  RND: Finlay 

1AS: Sienna 1CM: Tijan 1JW: Jack 

2AB: Valentina 2DW: Darcey 

2MH: Joseph 2NP: Molly 

3EC: Maya 3JG: Yonna 

4AH: Matilda 4JL: Brooklyn 

5AL: Vanessa 5AM: Tilly 

6AC: Aliyah 6CC: Aisling 6CI: Edward 

PE (KS1): Max PE (KS2): Nessrine 

Conduct (KS1): Cara Conduct (KS2):  Thomas 

Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

RAF: Abigail & Esmée RMH: Thomas & Ted RND: Annabelle & George  

1AS: Philo & Millie 1CM: Hannah & Emmi 1JW:  Louis & Luard 

2AB: Blossom & Seb 2DW: Lucas & Sienna  

2MH: Sadie & Elliott    2NP:  Teddy & Luca E 

3EC:  Jack & Eden 3JG: Isla & Annabelle 

4AH:  Lara & Ben 4JL:  Grace & Benek 

5AL: Nessrine & Emmy & 5AM: Florence R & Amber  

6AC:  Chloe & Roselle 6CC:  Michael & Kitty 6CI:  Leah & Noah 



 

3 

This week’s phrase is:  

Joyeux Noël. Merry Christmas. 

Next week’s phrase is: 

Bonne Année. Happy New Year. 

A full list, plus a handy pronunciation guide, is on 

our website here. 
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Upcoming Menu Changes  

There will be a change to menu next week and the first week back in January:  

 

Wednesday 15th December Fish fillet / Spanish Omelette / Jacket potatoes 

 

Tuesday 4th January        Pasta bake & JP chocolate cake 

Thursday 6th January       Nigerian Joloff   

 

The Moroccan sausage stew will now contain chicken sausages.  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Phrase-de-la-Semaine-French-Phonetically-English.pdf


 

4 

La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 

Academic Year 2021 - 2022 

Friday 3rd December 2021 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 

 

La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 

Academic Year 2021 - 2022 

Friday 17th December 2021 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Year 5 have been hard at work 

this week. We finished our class 

novel Journey to the River Sea, 

which has transported us to the 

Amazon for the Autumn term. 

This informed our most recent 3-

week writing cycle, in which 

the children wrote a variety of 

newspaper reports. In maths, 

we have focused on division 

using written methods and 

remainders. If that wasn’t 

enough, it is also art week! The 

children have been inspired by 

Corey Barksdale and have 

started to draw some brilliantly 

colourful jazz inspired art ready 

for their final painting.  
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For Art & DT week, Year 6 have been making festive 

stocking decorations. They have been perfecting 

their sewing skills, learning to do a running stitch, 

back stitch, a blanket stitch and a chain stitch. 

They have been using these skills to embroider 

Year 6 has had a busy week this week! They had their last 

swimming session on Monday, finished reading ‘The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas’ and have been writing a narrative with 

dialogue, in character. 
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La Fontaine Christmas Crossword 

Thanks again to James Collins for providing us with this festive puzzle. 

* answers on the last page 
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Science Garden 2022 

Dear all, 

As part of our science curriculum at La Fontaine Academy, we would like to take our 

learning outside of the classroom and use the amazing outdoor space that we have at 

the front of the school.  The good news is the gardeners have been in and cut back 

the overgrown areas and mowed the lawn, ready for us to start work. 

BUT, we need your help!  Would you be willing to volunteer a day in 

January?  

On Sunday 9th of January, we would like as much support and help as possible to 

create an allotment area and wildflower meadow.  If we have enough volunteers, we 

can even work on our new pond area! 

We need: carpenters, chippies, keen gardeners and anyone who is willing to dig, dig, 

and dig! 

So if you are able to come along between 10am and 4pm (even for an hour) on 

Sunday 9th January, please could you add your name and details to the 

Padlet below. (via the QR code). 

Please bring any tools you have at home.  We need spades, wood cutters, tape 

measures and saws. 

Mme Westley and Chesca Rogers 

Please add your name and 

details to the Padlet- follow 

the hyperlink or QR code. 

Current picture 

Vision 

https://padlet.com/cwestley305/sysnl9kzc3nydwxy
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Les dates pour votre agenda: Dates for your diary 

PE days  

Reception - Monday     Year 1 - Thursday  

Year 2 - Thursday      Year 3 - Wednesday  

Year 4 - Wednesday     Year 5 - Tuesday (plus swimming on Mondays) 

Year 6 - Tuesday  

On your child’s PE day, please send them to school in their PE kit; they will stay in this all 

day to maximise the amount of time they have for their PE lesson. 

Key Dates 

First Day of Spring Term:      Tue 4th January 

Year 5 starting swimming:     Mon 10th January  

 

FAQs 

What happens if there is a positive case of Covid-19 in school? 

The child/member of staff will self-isolate, but contacts are no longer required to (there 

are no more bubbles) so other children an staff members will not be sent home.  

 

If your child has COVID symptoms  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/ 

Please arrange for your child to have a PCR test (not a lateral flow test) and keep them at 

home until you receive the result. If the result is negative, and they are feeling well, then 

they are able to come into school. If the result is positive, please follow instructions from 

NHS Test and Trace.  

If another member of your household tests positive for COVID  

Please arrange for your child to have a PCR test (not a lateral flow test) and keep them at 

home until you receive the result. If the result is negative, and they are feeling well, then 

they are able to come into school. If the result is positive, please follow instructions from 

NHS Test and Trace  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
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MENU 
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La Fontaine Christmas Crossword Answers 
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