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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you have all managed to dry out from the torrential rain that 

decided to start just as we were getting ready for school! I had to spend 

some time next to a radiator to sort my trousers out... 

Thank you to all of you that joined us for our parent/carer information 

meetings this week - either in person or via Zoom - we hope that you found 

them useful. If you weren’t able to join us, fear not as we recorded the 

meetings. Please see page 6 of this newsletter to find instructions on how to 

access the materials.  

Today marks the beginning of Black History Month. Of course it’s important 

that Black History isn’t only celebrated in the month of October, but throughout the year and 

in all areas of our curriculum. However, while there still exists injustice, prejudice and blatant 

racism in the world (and in our own country), it’s important that we use the opportunity to 

proactively celebrate Black History. On page 5 of this newsletter, you will find some 

information on some of the ways we are planning to celebrate Black History Month this year. 

This week, we have started to open our doors to prospective parents that are considering 

sending their children to La Fontaine. This could be the very organised Reception 2022-23 

cohort, or those with children in other year groups that are looking for something different 

(dare I say special?!). Each Friday at 9am, we will be hosting tours and on various dates over 

the next few months we have Reception 2022-23 information meetings. There is a flier on  

page 8 and I would be extremely grateful if you would share this with any friends / family / 

colleagues, etc., that may be interested in finding out more about us.  

On Monday, we have some visitors from the STEP Academy Trust. Paul Glover, who is currently 

Deputy CEO and will be taking on the CEO role from next September, and Ben March, the 

Chief Financial Officer, will be coming to see the school in action (which has been difficult to 

do over the last couple of years!). They will be with me and Mme Greer on the gates on 

Monday morning as we let the children in, so if you’d like to say hello or ask any questions 

please do feel free to have a chat with them! 

Finally, many of the children will be spending the weekend preparing their speeches in 

advance of the elections for School Council and Eco Council. We’re very excited to hear their 

ideas, so they may benefit from some presentation rehearsals! Year 6 also have a letter 

detailing an additional leadership responsibility that they may want to consider. 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Mr Tirrell 
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Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

RAF: Abigail & River    RMH: Elliot & Ted    RND: Reya & George 

1AS: Chris & Yasmina    1CM: Zakariyah & Alice    1JW: Arlene & Luard 

2AB: Frankie & Kaleb   2DW: Lucas & Cara 

2MH: Sophia &Sadie    2NP: Luca & Rosie 

3EC: Darcy & Mahliyah   3JG: James & Aaron 

4AH: Saanvi & Jaden  4JL: Grace & Reuben 

5AL: Marley & Luana      5AM: Lily & Rhys  

6AC: Natalie & Calvin    6CC: McKenzie & Aisling   6CI: Noah & McKella 

Congratulations! 

This week’s phrase is:  

Merci - de rien.  Thank you - you’re welcome. 

Next week’s phrase is: 

Au revoir.  Goodbye. 

A full list, plus a handy pronunciation guide, is on 

our website here. 

Repas gratuit: Free lunch! 

Our lovely catering team are offering a  

FREE LUNCH for ALL CHILDREN on Thursday 7th 

October.  The children will have the choice 

between a beef burger or veggie burger, and they 

will also be offered chips, cucumber sticks and a 

strawberry smoothie.  

Turns out there is such a thing as a free lunch! 

https://lafontaineacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Phrase-de-la-Semaine-French-Phonetically-English.pdf
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Year 3 

 

In year 3, we have been consolidating 

our  place value knowledge up to 999. 

In English, we have been inspired by 

our book Odd and the Frost Giants 

and we have been writing our own 

setting descriptions for a Viking settle-

ment. In History, we are exploring life in 

Anglo-Saxon times. What a busy week! 
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Year 1 

 

In year 1, we have been learning lots 

about maps as part during Geography.  

We learned so much we became  

cartographers and made our own maps.  

The first map we created was a map of 

our own classrooms and we had so much 

fun that the following day we drew a map 

to show a route from Year 1 to the  

playground. 
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School gates and car park 

In order to improve the safety and safeguarding arrangements on site, we 

will be locking the external gates - the ones that lead in/out of the car park - 

between the hours of 09.15 and 14.30 each day.  

A number of people in the local area use our school as a cut through or as 

somewhere to park throughout the day, and we want to ensure that the 

only people on site are those that are supposed to be here as part of our school team.  

This arrangement will also enable us to make good use of our school field during the 

sunnier, drier months, as children will be safe to move between the playground and the 

field. 

These arrangements come into effect on Monday 4th October 2021. 

Black History Month 

Today marks the beginning of Black History Month; 

while our curriculum recognises all ethnicities, and we 

don’t restrict learning about black history to one month, 

we have chosen to recognise this event in different 

ways. Each year group has been given a ‘person of note’ to go home and 

research. Our challenge to the children is to find the most creative way they can to 

present what they have learned so that it can be presented to the rest of their 

class. Some of the presentations will be chosen to be displayed around school for 

the rest of the year. Be as creative as you can - avoid PowerPoint! The people of 

note for each year group are: 

Misty Copeland (Reception), Ruby Bridges (Year 1), Anthony Joshua (Year 2),  

Maya Angelou (Year 3), Marcus Rashford (Year 4), Michelle Obama (Year 5),  

Walter Tull (Year 6). 

On Friday 15th October, we will have a non-uniform day and we’re asking the 

children to wear something that shows their cultural heritage - we want to 

celebrate our diversity! And in music, our ‘composer of the month’ is Florence Price 

who was the first black female to have her works performed by a major orchestra. 

We’re also hoping to have some parent-led workshops; details to follow! 
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Eco warrior!  

Thomas, in Year 2, has been a wonderful citizen and has 

decided to collect aluminium cans and tins that have 

been discarded on the streets near where he lives. He 

wants to help the environment and we think this is a 

fantastic thing to do - well done Thomas, we are very 

proud of you! 

Thomas would like to whole school to do this and thinks 

that we might even be able to raise some money for the 

school if lots of people were to collect cans. This idea is 

going to be one of the first discussed by the newly elected 

Eco Council. 

Thank you for the inspiration, Thomas! 

Parent info meetings 

Thanks to all who managed to join us for our parent/carer information meetings. For 

those that couldn’t be with us (or for those that were so impressed you want to see 

it all again), the slides and a recording of the meetings can be found on our school 

website. Use the link below, and then click on the part that has been circled in the 

picture below. This will take you to a OneDrive folder, and you simply select the 

phase, e.g. Key Stage 1, that you want and you should find the materials there. 

https://lafontaineacademy.org/key-stage-curriculum/ 

 

 

https://lafontaineacademy.org/key-stage-curriculum/


 

7 

La Fontaine 

Nouvelles 

Academic Year 2021 - 2022 

Friday 1st October 2021 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 

 

Les dates pour votre agenda: Dates for your diary 

PE days  

Reception - Monday    Year 1 - Thursday  

Year 2 - Thursday    Year 3 - Wednesday 

Year 4 - Wednesday    Year 5 - Tuesday  

Year 6 - Tuesday  

On your child’s PE day, please send them to school in their PE kit; they will stay in this all 

day to maximise the amount of time they have for their PE lesson. 

 

Key Dates 

Thursday 7th October: Free school lunch for all children! 

Friday 15th October: Non-uniform day (cultural heritage dress) 

Friday 22nd October: Last day of the half term 

 

FAQs 

What happens if there is a positive case of Covid-19 in school? 

The child/member of staff will self-isolate, but contacts are no longer required to (there 

are no more bubbles) so other children an staff members will not be sent home. Close 

contacts may be asked to do a PCR test if contacted by NHS Test and Trace. 

 

What happens if my child has symptoms? (High temperature, continuous cough, loss of 

taste / smell) 

Please keep your child at home and organise a PCR test. If the result is negative, they are 

able to come into school (assuming they are feeling better). 

Most recent Government guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-

parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-

during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-

to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools
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