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The building blocks of Music



Pulse / Beat

Pulse is like the heart beat running through the music.

Can you clap along to the pulse?

Can we walk around the room and feel the pulse?

BBC Bitesize What are pulse and rhythm? 

KS2 Pass the beat / pulse around the room game 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/z2mqw6f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbTpU4Qcmh4


Rhythm / Duration

Rhythm is the pattern of long and short sounds you hear in a piece of music.

If you clap along to the words you sing in a song as opposed to the pulse, you 

are clapping along to the rhythm!

KS1 

Clap the rhythm video

Clap the rhythm part 2 video

https://youtu.be/P8JoLW1d0xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlAcrxOIb08


Dynamics

BBC Bitesize What are dynamics? KS2

How loud or quiet the music is.

Listen out for dynamics in Listening and Appraising.

Include them in your singing practise. 

UKS2 Dynamics Definitions

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/z3rcgdm
https://youtu.be/-ELHLRy0Ooo


Tempo

How fast or slow the music is.

EYFS / KS1

UKS2 Link to tempo definitions video and activity 
ideas

https://www.yourclassical.org/story/2020/04/10/classical-kids-music-lessons-tempo


Pitch

How high or low a sound is.

KS1 / KS2

What is melody and Pitch? Video and game

Y4 Science Link Spring 2 – Sound

BBC Bitesize What is pitch? 
low

high

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/zp99cj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82/articles/z3j3jty


Timbre

The tone or sound quality made by different instruments. 

Best way to learn is for children to hear the sound of different instruments in the orchestra.

DID YOU KNOW

A common synonym for timbre is ‘tone colour’. 

The German word for timbre in music, Klangfarbe, 

translates a ‘sound-colour’

Something for all year groups. 

Sounds of Instruments - Listening for different timbres video

Timbre Vocabulary

brassy thick

cold   breathy

bright clean

distorted piercing

rich     warm

heavy dull

thinTimbre Video KS2

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zc2ntrd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rxn2euNZRys


Texture

Texture is a way to describe how the music or sound is organized.

Tempo, rhythm, and timbre can all have an effect on texture.

• A piece of music has a thick texture if there are many layers of instruments, or 
a lot of melodies and harmonies being played at the same time.

• A thin texture, on the other hand, is one where there are only a few 
instruments playing, or there are only one or two melodies and harmonies.

• An open texture, or perhaps a wide or spacious texture, is when a piece of 
music has a large gap between the highest and lowest notes.

• The opposite of this is called a closed or tight texture, and is where all of the 
singers or instruments are playing notes that are really close together.

UKS2 What is texture? BBC Bitesize video

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/z9ffng8


Structure

The arrangement and order of the parts or sections of the music.

Traditional pop music usually follows a verse, chorus, verse structure.

Just like the structure of a sandwich. How is it made up?

Do any parts repeat?

Bread, ham, cheese, mayo, cheese, ham, bread.

Chorus, verse, bridge, middle 8, bridge, verse, chorus

What is structure? BBC Bitesize video

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcbkcj6/articles/z3x6msg


Quizzing

UKS2 Quiz on all the IRDM

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/music/musical-elements/
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