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Dear Parents and Carers, 

So we now know that we’re doing this until at least 8th March. Fine; no 

problem! What we have seen from the entire La Fontaine community is 

true resilience, compassion, support and enthusiasm. The children are 

doing amazingly well with their remote learning and the adults are doing 

an incredible job of juggling work and the children! My hat is off to all of 

you. We all want to be back to normal as soon as humanly possible, but it 

seems that we need one more push to get us through the worst of this; as 

soon as we can, we will get the vaccination and go back to something 

resembling a normal existence. 

In the mean time, let’s focus on some positives: 

1. The days are getting longer! The sun is starting to rise a little earlier and then set a little 

later - before long it won’t feel like we are living in a cave and will be able to enjoy 

being outside without eight layers of clothes under our coats. 

2. Who knew we were all so technologically literate?! We have learned a lot, and there 

will be some of this technology that we will continue to make use of long after 

lockdown. One of the great developments is that we’ve found a way to communicate 

as a community that doesn’t mean we all have to be in the same place at the same 

time. For example, in the future we will host our share in learning sessions in person, for 

those able to come in, but simultaneously through Zoom (other video conferencing 

platforms are available...) so those at work in the office can participate without having 

to take hours off work. 

3. We have been able to spend some real quality time with our immediate family. 

Granted, this hasn’t always felt like a positive, but when you really think about it, when 

do we ever get to spend this much time with the ones we love without the pressure of 

having to go off to the office, or out to meet a client? We don’t even have to make up 

rubbish excuses for not going to that birthday party we felt guilty for skipping. Instead, 

we’ve been able to take time to play games, go on long walks (so many long walks) 

and chat about what’s going through our minds. 

So while there have been days where brushing your teeth has felt like a genuine 

achievement (and there may be a few more of those ahead), there will be elements of this 

time that we will look back on with fondness. It’s those moments that we need to grasp onto 

now as we hunker down for a few more weeks indoors, and not worry about if someone else 

has managed to make a fancier 3D model of the solar system than you. Remember, we are 

a community and we are all here to support each other - bad days and good. 

Keep safe, and look after each other. 

Mr Tirrell 
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Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

RD: Hugo & Raffaele RH: Aarish & Sofia  RW: Kealia & Sienna 

1A: Ettore & Luca  1M:  Siri & Paul-Ellie 1P: Emily & Isabelle 

2P: Niah & Sarah 2SB:  Mia & Yonna 

3C: Marco & Brooklyn 3G: Grace, Jaden & Lawrence (bubble star) 

4H: Dylan & Chelsey  4L: Zain & Erik 

5L: Aurela & Edward   5WM: Chloe & Finn 

6C:  James & Princesse 6I: Lidia & George 

Congratulations! 

Uniforme scolaire: School uniform  

Our school uniform supplier (School Colours) are upgrading to a new platform 

and server for their online shops. We are told that this upgrade has many 

advantages over the current one and that parents will see the benefits when 

shopping.  

Although they are trying to ensure minimum disruption, they do need to shut the current 

shop a week before the new ones go online. They will close all shops today (Friday 29th 

January 2021) and re-open on Monday 8th February 2021. We will share the link to the 

new online shop as soon as we get it from School Colours. 

Réunion de programme d'étude: Curriculum meeting  

On Friday 5th February at 10.30am, Mme Mitchell and Mr Tirrell will be hosting a 

curriculum meeting. Our focus in this meeting will be our RSE curriculum, following 

the updated national requirements and the LFA/STEP community consultation. Log-in 

details are below; if you’re not able to join the meeting, it will be recorded and shared via 

the La Fontaine website (with all other curriculum meeting recordings). 

Zoom Meeting ID: 941 3690 4897 

Zoom Meeting Passcode: PmvP3T 

Zoom Meeting link: https://zoom.us/j/94136904897?

pwd=TXpCUlZZQmFjTWorcHNjSHB0R244UT09  

https://zoom.us/j/94136904897?pwd=TXpCUlZZQmFjTWorcHNjSHB0R244UT09
https://zoom.us/j/94136904897?pwd=TXpCUlZZQmFjTWorcHNjSHB0R244UT09
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Stars de la semaine: Google Classroom 

A huge thank you to all children, parents and carers for your 

engagement with the remote learning through Google Classrooms; 

this has been a steep learning curve for everyone, but all involved 

seem to have risen to the challenge! As a reminder, the ‘stream’ and 

the messaging  function on Google Classroom are for the use of children only. If parents or 

carers would like to share something with a teacher - or any other member of staff - 

please email the office as usual (office@lafontaineacademy.org) and your question/

comment will be directed to the member of staff who is best equipped to help. 

Alternatively, you can speak to your class teacher during the weekly phone call home. 

If there are any families struggling to use Google Classrooms because of access to a 

device or internet connectivity issues, please do let us know and we will do our best to 

help resolve these issues. 

Écriture: Handwriting 

Our school is now part of the Letter-join handwriting 

programme and you can log in to the Letter-join website on Ipads and tablets as well as 

desktop and laptop computers at home. All the login instructions can be found on your 

child’s Google Classroom and in the letter sent via Parentmail.  

Now more than ever, the importance of children taking the time to practise handwriting 

cannot be stressed enough. Research studies have proven that there are direct links     

between developing good handwriting skills at an early age and academic achievement 

in both literacy and numeracy; brain imaging has actually found that handwriting          

activates the brain ar more substantially than typing because it involves more complex 

motor and cognitive skills. Studies also show that writing improves memory; students retain 

learning more successfully when working with new ideas through handwriting.  

Weekly handwriting tasks will be set on Google 

classroom and the children’s home login gives 

them access to hundreds of appropriately pitched 

handwriting worksheets, games and activities to 

support their learning at home.  

Happy handwriting! 
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This weekend, the world’s largest bird survey is taking place across the UK. To get involved, 

sign up here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/  

Taking part is easy. All you need to do is: 

Pick a time 

Choose any hour between 29th and 31st January. 

Tell the RSPB what you see 

Count the birds in your garden or from your balcony. Ignore any birds that are in           

flight. To avoid double counting, just record the highest number of bird species you see at 

any one time - not a running total. 

Submit your results 

Submit online anytime between 29th January and 19th 

February at  rspb.org.uk/birdwatch 

You can also submit by post - details on the website. 

The fun starts tonight, with a Big Garden Birdwatch Live on 

Facebook at 7pm. 

Facebook: @RSPBLoveNature 

Twitter: @Natures_Voice 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
rspb.org.uk/birdwatch
rspb.org.uk/birdwatch
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Les dates pour votre agenda: Dates for your diary 

Assemblies 

Zoom log-in details for our ‘live’ assemblies are below. Parents and carers are 

welcome to join the rest of the school community at these assemblies! 

Day Time Phase Zoom log-in details 

Mondays  09:00  Reception  Meeting ID: 949 8595 7708 

Passcode: DZr6P8  

09:20 KS1 (Y1/2) Meeting ID: 982 2627 8425  

Passcode: 3FNsWn 

09:40 Lower KS2 (Y3/4) Meeting ID: 932 4409 0559 

Passcode: X4r8aG 

10:00  Upper KS2 (Y5/6) Meeting ID: 946 2044 4402 

Passcode: YU6zcm  

Wednesdays  13:00 Reception Meeting ID: 956 4772 0147 

Passcode: w9yzd5  

13:30 KS1 (Y1/2) Meeting ID: 943 0007 1526 

Passcode: Q0QE44  

14:00 Lower KS2 (Y3/4) Meeting ID: 977 9594 5088 

Passcode: PkPn01  

14:30 Upper KS2 (Y5/6) Meeting ID: 962 4308 6675 

Passcode: Qp0rLz  

09:00 Upper KS2 (Y5/6) Meeting ID: 975 7642 2978 

Passcode: 1gS39M  

Fridays  

09:15 Lower KS2 (Y3/4) Meeting ID: 978 7889 2503 

Passcode: Kv3A20  

09:30 KS1 (Y1/2) Meeting ID: 936 6483 4740 

Passcode: 0mrJwU  

09:45 Reception Meeting ID: 985 2461 5890 

Passcode: D6MkFW  
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Reception  

AMAZING work from Amelie, Jack, Joey, Quincy and Sofia. Great reading, shape sorting 

and sentence writing! 
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Year 1  

Zack’s wondrous map on the continents of the 

world. 

Sienna’s beautiful underwater scene.  

Pascal’s busy and colourful underwater adventure. 

Sadie’s amazing and detailed Coral Reef. 

Year 2  

Niah’s incredible dance moves!  

Darcy’s brilliant Antarctica landscape.  

Sarah correcting the punctuation thief!  

Tj’s sun safety check list .  

Lyndon’s degradable bead string!  
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Year 3 and 4 

Great work from Alex, 

Arianna, Marley & Joseph. 

 

 

 

 

Years 5 and 6 

Year 6 have been learning about Russia and writing Utopian setting 

descriptions this week. 

Here are some great 

examples of their work! 

Well done Isla, Isabel, 

James and Charlotte S! 

 


