
Year 2 Animals, including humans 

 
Pupils should be taught to:  

 Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults 

 Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air) 

 Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene. 
 

Scientific Definitions 

Basic needs  Elements that are needed for survival. (water, food, air) 

Exercise  Activity needing physical effort Hygiene  Preventing disease, typically through cleanliness 

Life Processes 

Reproduction  Making more living things of the same type Nutrition  Taking in and using food 

Growth  Changing in size Respiration  The act of breathing 

Scientific Classification 

Vertebrates Has a backbone and a skeleton. 
e.g.  Human 
 

  

Invertebrates No backbone 
Some have a soft body (e.g. slug) 
Some have an hard exoskeleton (e.g. spider)  
 

    

Type of Animal Characteristics Examples 

Reptile 

 Dry scaly skin 

 Can lay eggs or give birth   

 Cannot regulate their body temperature (Cold Blooded) 

Crocodile  Snake 
 

 

Amphibian 

 Lives on land and in the water  

 Webbed feet 

 Cannot regulate their body temperature (Cold Blooded) 

Frog 
 
 

Newt 
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Bird 

 Lays eggs  

 Have feathers, wings and a beak 

 Can regulate their body temperature (Warm blooded) 

 Have hollow bones to keep weight down for flight 

Parrot 
 

Owl  
 

 

Mammal 

 Have hair or fur 

 Give birth to their young 

 Breathe using their lungs 

 Feed their young milk 

 Can regulate their body temperature (Warm blooded) 

Human 
 
 

Whale  
 

Fish 

 Lives in water  

 Gills  

 Has scales and fins 

 Lays eggs 

 Cannot regulate their body temperature (Cold Blooded) 

Tuna  
 

Shark 
 

 

Scientific Diagrams 

Life Cycle The changes in the life of a living thing, including reproduction. Offspring  An animal’s young 

Life cycle of an insect Life cycle of a bird Life cycle of a mammal 

 

 
 

 
Stages of life -  Egg  Larva  Pupa  Adult 

 

 
 
 

Stages of life – Egg  Embryo  Hatchling  Chick  

Adult Chicken 

 

 
 

Stages of life – Baby  Child  Adolescent  Adult 


