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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another week has flown by at La Fontaine, and we have been 

busy learning and preparing for our first ‘virtual Christmas’. 

Although it seems we are ‘back to normal’ in school, the reality is 

that it is anything but. We are delighted that the children have 

settled in so well, and are clearly so happy to be back with their 

friends and teachers.  

However, behind the scenes, it has been a real challenge to 

maintain our teaching and learning schedule whilst dealing with COVID and the 

reality of trying to educate our children in the middle of a pandemic. We are 

doing our utmost to adapt to the ‘new normal’ and work around the challenges 

that we have, and we think we are doing so very successfully. Thank you to 

everyone for bearing with us, and for being so understanding when we do have to 

reschedule or delay (often at short notice) something that had been planned. 

This week I’d like to say a massive thank you to all our staff, who have really risen to 

the challenge this term. We are lucky to have a really dedicated team at La 

Fontaine, who come in to school and work hard with the children every day, 

despite the worries and uncertainties that surround us all. I’ve been particularly 

grateful in the last few weeks to the Year 3 and Year 5 teams, and Mme Parpia, 

who quickly moved learning online when year group bubbles were closed and 

have been brilliant in supporting parents and children at home. 

Over the next couple of weeks the leadership team and I will be looking at how we 

can further inform parents and carers with regard to curriculum and learning in 

each year group. In reality, the current situation is likely to continue well into the 

spring term for schools, so we will be looking to find small, manageable ways to 

keep parents as up to date as possible. 

Have a lovely weekend. Year 5, we can’t wait to see you on Monday! 

Mme Mitchell 
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Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

RD:  Akindele & Harjit     RH: Jonas & Snow     RW: Margaux & Leo 

1A: Diya & Aniyer     1M: Isabelle & Caden     1P: Maya & Archie 

2P: Darcy & Isla     2SB: Harrison & Maya–Rose 

3C: Theo O. & Jessica     3G: Ben & Lawrence 

4H: Paige & Emmy     4L: Shakai & Jayden 

5L: Aisling & Michael     5WM: Adam & James 

6C:  Princesse & Amaya     6I: Lidia & Poppy 

Congratulations! 

Félicitations pour le nouveau bébé: Congratulations on the new baby! 

Congratulations to Mme Szczurek, who welcomed a 

new addition to her family this week. Ivy was born 

on Wednesday 25th November and weighed in at 

4.15kg (9lbs 2oz)! As you can see from the photos, Ivy 

is absolutely beautiful and Mme Szczurek says that 

she can’t stop looking at her! We’re all looking 

forward to meeting Ivy at some point in the future when we’re allowed to 

have a cuddle with her! 
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Home learning 

Since September, we have been making our teaching 

materials available to everyone via Google Classroom, 

so that even if the children aren’t able to come into school, they can still access their 

learning.  

If there are individuals at home self-isolating (but the rest of the year group are in school) then 

the children can log in and get slides, worksheets and links to work for them to complete. 

They can also submit this in Google Classroom so that the class teachers can keep an eye on 

their progress. When the year group is in school, there won’t be video content, as our 

teachers are all in class teaching every day. 

If a year group bubble is sent home, we move to a slightly different model of online learning. 

The children will still log in to Google Classrooms and, as well as all of the materials they need, 

there will be videos that guide them through the different lessons and tasks that have been 

set for them. This will help the children to work through their tasks individually. We have 

chosen to use recordings, rather than live lessons, as it offers the level of flexibility that many 

of our families have told us they need. Live lessons would require each child to have their own 

device, and for them to be logged in at a specific time. By using recordings, we are enabling 

the children to continue learning in a way that doesn’t cause issues for the rest of the 

household, many of whom will be working from home and using the household devices. 

Being able to work at different times to each other also helps to ease the strain on the home 

broadband, which may not have been designed for such heavy use! 

The children have all be taught (and have been practising) how to log on to Google 

Classroom; they also know all of their log in details. For those parents and carers that could 

do with a bit of a lesson themselves, Mme Parpia (our Computing curriculum lead) has put 

together some step-by-step instructions for you! 

 

To access Google Classroom: 

1. You first need to visit classroom.google.com (Make sure you are 

logged out of Google on any other account)  

2. Enter your child’s LGFL (MyUSO) login followed by 

__________.305@lfa.stepacademytrust.org (Y2 - Y6: this is the same 

log in the children use to access Purple Mash). 
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3. You need to select ‘I am a student’ and accept Google’s Terms and 

Conditions. 

4. Once you are in, you will see your child’s class. 

 

To navigate and access tasks: 

1. Most tasks will be shared on the stream. 

2. Any upcoming tasks will be shown in the top left corner. (If using the 

Google Classroom application, Google Docs, Google Sheets and 

Google Slides applications need to be downloaded separately). 

3. Any tasks set in the past can be seen in Classwork and will be under 

Topics, which are the subjects.  

 

To submit work: 

1. Select the assignment that needs to be completed. 

2. Click on the document (white box with a name). 

3. Once completed, children can select ‘Turn in’ in the top right corner 

of their work. 

4. They may decided to ‘Add or create’, which can be done from the previous step. 

 

Safeguarding information: 

 Only La Fontaine Academy staff and pupils have access to our classrooms. 

 Children cannot see each other’s work or comments to teachers. 

 All ‘private messages’ from children can be viewed by all Year group staff.  

 Children will not be able to chat or message each other, except on the Year group 

stream.  

 All chats will be moderated by teachers.  
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It’s that time of year already! Undoubtedly, everyone is looking 

for a way to brighten up their home and battle away the 2020 

blues... and what better way to do that than with a Christmas 

Tree?! 

The wonderful La Fontaine PTA can help you find a beautiful 

Christmas tree to decorate your home. There are trees of 

different sizes available and they are a whopping 20% cheaper 

than if you were to go elsewhere. 

You can order online, using the link below or the QR code under 

the Christmas Tree, and you will then be able to collect from the 

La Fontaine car park on Saturday 5th December (10am - 1pm).  

 

Get your orders in by 1st December! 

For enquiries, email: christmas-trees@ptalafontaine.org.uk  

or go to the website: http://www.ptalafontaine.org.uk/christmas-trees/  

PTA 

Competition time! 

We need your help... we have this lovely elf helping us around 

school (preparing the Christmas lunch, helping us find all of the 

decorations, and generally spreading Christmas cheer!). The slightly 

awkward thing is that we’re not sure what the elf is called, so we 

need all of the children at La Fontaine to help us guess the name! 

From Monday, you will be able to make a guess of what the elf’s 

name might be. If you bring 50p into class, you will be able to write 

down your guess. If you have lots of ideas, then you can make 

more than one guess, you’ll just need to make sure that you have 

50p for each guess that you want to make. 

Our lovely PTA have agreed to give prizes to the children that guess the correct name (all of 

the children that guess the correct name will get a prize!). Last day for guesses is Wednesday 

16th December, and the name will be revealed in assembly on Friday 18th December! 

Quel est son prénom? 

http://www.ptalafontaine.org.uk/christmas-trees/
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This week’s phrase is:  

Puis-je aider?  (May I help?) 

The phrase next week is: 

Est-ce que je peux aider? (Can I help?) 

A full list, plus a handy pronunciation guide, is on our 

website here. 

Weekend COVID cases 

If you, or someone in your household, tests positive for COVID over the weekend, please let 

school know as soon as possible (don’t wait until Monday). We have a dedicated email 

address that Mme Mitchell and Mr Tirrell monitor over the weekend. Please send all details, 

including information on when symptoms began and when you received your test result to: 

weekendcovidresults@lafontaineacademy.org  

Supporting our local community 

We know that the last couple of months have been tough for many in our 

community, particularly those that have their own businesses. We thought 

that we might be able to make use of La Fontaine Nouvelles (as it’s such a 

widely read and trusted source of local news!) to advertise the products 

and services available in our local community, as we know that many 

people are making an effort to shop locally. 

If you, or someone in our local community, has a business that they would like to advertise in 

La Fontaine Nouvelles, please email through the ad to office@lafontaineacademy.org  

There will be no charge for placing the advertisements, but it may be that someone from the 

La Fontaine PTA gets in touch to talk about possible raffle prizes!  

If you would like to donate to our upcoming raffles, the PTA would be happy to promote your 

business via their Facebook and Classlist groups in return; all you need to do is drop an email 

to Carey Lyseight on careylyseight1@hotmail.com  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Phrase-de-la-Semaine-French-Phonetically-English.pdf
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Please let us know if your child will be having the Christmas lunch by Friday 4th December. 
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Copy here: https://lafontaineacademy.org/catering/  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/catering/

