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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been another busy week! Unfortunately, this week begun 

with us experiencing our first confirmed COVID case: there was 

a level of inevitability to this, as most other schools have already 

had confirmed cases. However, there were actually some 

positives to be taken from the situation. 

The first reassuring point is that the three children that have a 

confirmed COVID case have only shown mild symptoms. Thank 

you to the parents of these children for keeping in touch with us 

through the week and letting us know how you’re all getting on. 

The second positive is that our health and safety measures seem to have worked. 

As soon as we were made aware of the case, we made the decision to close that 

bubble and this was done quickly and with minimal fuss. The rest of the school was 

then able to continue operating as normal. 

The third positive is that, for those children who were at home, we were able to 

move all learning online on the same day that we closed the bubble. The move to 

Google Classrooms has gone well and the children have all been engaging in their 

learning and interacting with their teachers regularly. 

The fourth, and most important, positive is that La Fontaine has demonstrated once 

again what a wonderful and kind community it is. Having spoken to all of the 

families that have been affected by a confirmed COVID case, it is so heartening to 

hear that the rest of the community has been rallying around and offering support 

to make sure that everyone is taken care of and has everything they need. On 

behalf of everyone at La Fontaine, I would like to thank you all for being such a 

fabulous school community. 

I would also like to say a big thank you to all of our staff, who have taken this in 

their stride and have worked hard to ensure that life in school is a normal as 

possible for our children. 

Have a lovely weekend: be sure to wrap up, keep warm and keep safe. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Tirrell 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 
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Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values 

and so are our stars of the week: 

RD: Akshara & Owen     RH: Cecilia & Stan     RW: Yasmina & Ruben  

1A:  Isobel & William  1M:  Isobel  B. & Sienna 1P:  Emilia & Aamira 

2P: Eva & Sienna 2SB: Eden & Anthony 

3C:  Teddy & Alexandra      3G: Niamh & Jesse 

4H: Arthur & Florence   4L: Ethan & Florence 

5L: Milo & Ali   5WM: George & Isabella 

6C: Yoshua & Lily-Ella  6I: Emily & Amar 

Congratulations! 

It’s that time of year already! Undoubtedly, everyone is looking 

for a way to brighten up their home and battle away the 2020 

blues... and what better way to do that than with a Christmas 

Tree?! 

The wonderful La Fontaine PTA can help you find a beautiful 

Christmas tree to decorate your home. There are trees of 

different sizes available and they are a whopping 20% cheaper 

than if you were to go elsewhere. 

You can order online, using the link below or the QR code under 

the Christmas Tree, and you will then be able to collect from the 

La Fontaine car park on Saturday 5th December (10am - 1pm).  

 

Get your orders in by 1st December! 

For enquiries, email: christmas-trees@ptalafontaine.org.uk  

or go to the website: http://www.ptalafontaine.org.uk/christmas-trees/  

PTA 

http://www.ptalafontaine.org.uk/christmas-trees/
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Christmas performance! 

As with many things, COVID has presented us with the challenge of 

how to spread the Christmas cheer as we usually would. We’re not 

all allowed to be together (we’re not even allowed to do school 

assemblies!) so we are going to embrace the wonders of 

technology and bring you a virtual Christmas performance. 

It will look a little different this year, however we hope that you will 

still feel the magic as you enjoy the songs and skits from home. 

Each year group will be involved and there will be a variety of 

performances, including whole school numbers! The children and staff 

have all been busy learning songs (in English and French!). Mme Parry 

has also been keeping herself busy by learning how to edit all of the 

performances together so we get a lovely finished product that 

everyone will be able enjoy for years to come! 

You will receive a message from ParentMail and we need every family 

to confirm that you are happy for your child to be included (as we are 

filming and sharing across the school community). Please reply to this 

email by Monday 23rd November. 

If your child has a Christmas hat/antlers/other headgear at home that they would like to 

wear for the performance please could you send it in to school on Monday 23rd November. 

Please do not send in Christmas jumpers or costumes as we can only accept things that are 

small and easy to store individually. Any items should be clearly named and placed in a 

separate carrier bag that can be hung on the children’s pegs. These will then remain in 

school until all the performances have been filmed. Please note that this is not compulsory.  

We’re looking forward to seeing ‘La Fontaine: The Christmas Movie’! 
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Lire pour le plaisir: Reading for Pleasure 

This year at La Fontaine, we are continuing to 

focus on reading and have added a new 

strand: Reading for Pleasure. We have a thirty 

minute structured reading and / or phonics 

session daily from Reception through to Year 

6, and during these sessions we read and 

analyse the text. At the end of the day we 

have also introduced a ‘class reader’, where the class teacher reads to the 

children purely to enjoy the story together, without in-depth discussion or analysis. 

As the children receive a lot of formal reading instruction in school, we would like 

parents and carers to focus on ‘Reading for Pleasure’ at home, sharing stories and 

books together and encouraging children to make their own choices in terms of 

what they read. We no longer use ‘stage books’ or home reading records. 

Reception and Year 1 are given decodable phonics texts to support with phonics 

learning, and can also bring home books from the class library. All other year 

groups will be able to choose their own books from their class library to read at 

home, which they can change as frequently as they need to. We will, of course, 

track which books children take home and encourage them to choose a variety 

of different fiction and non-fiction books. The important thing is for us to encourage 

a love of reading, and support our children in following their interests. When books 

are returned to school, to ensure we are COVID safe, they are kept in a separate 

box for 72 hours before being returned to the class library. 

We will be hosting a curriculum session for parents on Reading for Pleasure later this 

term. In the meantime, the Open University has some excellent resources on their 

Reading for Pleasure site. The UK Literacy Association also has 

further information for parents.  

Open University RFP: Click here to access.  

UK Literacy Association: Click here to access. 

https://ourfp.org/finding/reading-communities-5/
https://ukla.org/ukla_resources/promoting-reading-for-pleasure/
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This week’s phrase is:  

Bon anniversaire! (Happy birthday!) 

The phrase next week is: 

Puis-je aider? (May I help?) 

A full list, plus a handy pronunciation 

guide, is on our website here. 

Safe crossing! 

Thanks to a hard fought campaign by the La 

Fontaine community, a new zebra crossing is 

being installed between the junctions of Liddon 

Road and the Page Heath Lane roundabout. 

The aim of lobbying for this crossing was to 

improve pedestrian safety, particularly for those 

children and adults that walk to and from 

school (the healthy way to commute into 

school!). 

We are awaiting official confirmation from the council, however the information we have 

seen so far is that works will be starting at Homesdale Road on Monday 30th November to 

install the new zebra crossing. The works are expected to be in place for approximately three 

weeks.  

The works will be managed under temporary two way signals on Homesdale Road, and there 

may be some road closures for the duration of the project. 

Local signed diversions will be in place for motorists: 

 Tylney Road traffic will be diverted via Bickley Road and Page Heath Lane in both 

directions. 

 Page Heath Villas will be diverted via The Avenue, Southborough Road, Bickley Park 

Road and Page Heath Lane in both directions. 

 Bus route 336 will not serve any of The Avenue or Page Heath Villas during the works and 

will be diverted via Southborough Road, Bickley Park Road and Page Heath Lane. 

Advanced warning signs are due to be displayed so that motorists can prepare for any 

disruption. 

Parent and Carer survey 

At La Fontaine, we are always keen 

to get feedback from our Parents 

and Carers. We like to hear what is going 

well, and welcome suggestions for any 

areas that could be further developed. 

Please take five minutes to complete our 

questionnaire. The survey will remain open 

until Friday 27th November at 12pm. Link 

here: https://forms.gle/1MqpFcRLfJy1oFf16  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Phrase-de-la-Semaine-French-Phonetically-English.pdf
https://forms.gle/1MqpFcRLfJy1oFf16
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Copy here: https://lafontaineacademy.org/catering/  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/catering/

