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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a wonderful week at La Fontaine and have thoroughly 

enjoyed using our new playground in the sunshine. The children are 

using the spaces very responsibly, and have been excellent about 

maintaining their year group ‘bubbles’ at playtime.  

At La Fontaine, we are passionate about children having a 

meaningful voice within the school, where they have the chance to effect meaningful 

change. This week classes have elected their class representatives for School Council 

and Eco-Council, and we will be arranging our first meetings in the next couple of 

weeks. We are going to focus very much on issues local to the school and our area, 

and I have already been approached by some Eco Councillors who are concerned 

about littering in the local area. Mme Catt will be working with School Council, and 

Mme Burns and Mme McKnight will be working with Eco-Council. I very much look 

forward to hearing their ideas. 

This week I have also sent out a lot of information to parents regarding Covid-19 

symptoms in children. The guidance we have is being updated on an almost daily 

basis, and I am keeping parents as informed as possible. One particular question we 

have as a school is when children can return to school following a negative test if they 

still have a ‘continuous cough’. I am hoping to hear from the LCRC soon with some 

clarification. In the meantime, parents and carers may find this video useful when 

trying to differentiate between Covid symptoms and flu: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

av/health-54182329  

Thank you again for the support, and for the efforts to maintain our distancing outside 

school. It finally feels that we are getting into the swing of the ‘new normal’ and it is 

definitely benefitting the children to be back in school.  

Stay safe and well. 

Bon weekend! 

Mme Mitchell 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-54182329
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-54182329
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Information du personnel: Staff spotlight 

Emily Clarke joins La 

Fontaine as one of 

our Year 3 teachers, 

having spent some 

time with us last 

year. She studied 

Zoology at the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f 

Manchester before 

completing her 

teacher training in 

London. She loves 

animals and travelling, and after university 

spent a few months working abroad in 

Cyprus on a turtle conservation project. 

 

Mme Clarke has always wanted to be a 

teacher and after doing part of her 

teacher training at LFA, says she is glad to 

be back at such a fabulous school!  

Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week 

This week, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values and so 

are our stars of the week: 

RD:  Gerard and Lottie  RH: Amelie & Louis  RW: Tom & Alfie 

1A:  Grace & Maximus  1M: Lucas & Penny  1P: Pascal & Marilou 

2P: Daniel & Oscar    2S: Evie & Ethan 

3C: Louis & Joseph   3G: Riaz & Theia 

4H: Lyla & Charlie   4L: Mila & Hugo 

5L: Caterina & Edward   5WM:  Zinedine & Mckenzie 

6C: Charlotte & Princesse   6I: Emily & Mehdi 

Les nouvelles de la famille: Family news 

Mme Coleman 

welcomed Laurie 

James Messer 

into the world on 

the 23rd July. He 

is settling into 

family life well 

and, as you can 

see, is utterly 

adorable!  

Congratulations 

to Mme 

Coleman: We 

miss you but 

can’t wait to 

meet Laurie! 
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Les figures inspirantes: Inspirational figures 

 

Jean de La Fontaine 

During assemblies this week, we have started learning about our first 

inspirational Francophone person – our school namesake, Jean de 

La Fontaine. 

De La Fontaine was a French poet and fabulist (writer of fables) who 

lived in Paris during the 17th century. He was mainly inspired by Aesop’s tales, and also 

influenced by tales from Italy and India. His most famous collection was ‘Les Fables de La 

Fontaine’, issued in several volumes from 1668 to 1694, and considered a classic of French 

literature. 

We read two of his fables during assembly: ‘Les Loup Berger’ (The Shepherd Wolf) and ‘Le 

Lion et le Rat’ (The Lion and the Rat) and considered the moral of each story. We listened 

to a version of the second fable in French: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KYDMdCRwBuY&safe=active 

We will be introducing lots of different inspirational people during assemblies this year, 

learning about two different people every half term across a variety of disciplines. We 

welcome any suggestions from our families – please email via the Academy office! 

In Year 1, we have been learning about parts of our body in science. 

We made this fantastic display. The children have settled so well and 

we have been particularly impressed with their brilliant phonics.  

Well done, Year 1! 

Mme Ali, M. Martinez and Mme Parry 

Year 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYDMdCRwBuY&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KYDMdCRwBuY&safe=active
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Les cours de Francais commencent a La Fontaine: French lessons start at 

La Fontaine! 

This week, we have been busy introducing our new, bespoke 

French Curriculum to the children. The teachers have been 

especially amazed by our talented bi-lingual children, who 

have stepped in to offer their help with modelling the correct 

pronunciation already! 

Our curriculum has been divided into twelve main topics, which the children will 

learn in each year group. They will build on their existing knowledge each year and 

develop all four areas of language learning: speaking & listening, reading and 

writing. Our main topics this term are: greetings, classroom instructions and numbers.  

We will also continue to use Linguascope to support our language learning in school. 

The children can access this program at home to practise what they have been 

learning in class through various games. Please find our school details are below.  

 

Login: Lafontaine 

Password: French 

 

 

In order to continue to raise the profile of French around the 

school and build spoken confidence within children and adults 

we have started our first “Phrase de la Semaine” (phrase of the 

week).  

This week’s phrase is…  

 

We would love for families to get involved in using our phrase of the week at home 

too, so feel free to give it a try. The idea is that by the end the year we will have built 

a ‘bank’ of French phrases that are used in school on a daily basis, not only during 

French lessons. We would like the use of other languages, besides English, to be a 

normal part of our school culture. 

Bon weekend et à bientôt!  Mme Isbecque 
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New Covid-19 guidance 

We are very much aware that the government guidance is constantly shifting. Please see below for a 

reminder of the email sent to parents and carers this week. For clarification, ‘well enough’ would mean 

that the symptoms have gone. Therefore, for your child to return to school, our current policy is that 

they will need a negative test and be displaying no symptoms: We are hoping for further clarification 

on this soon. 

We wanted to contact you with some advice on what to do if your child is displaying any COVID-19 
related symptoms. We know that it is a very confusing time and that some of the symptoms are 
similar to those of the common cold, leaving many unsure of what to do for the best. As a reminder, 
the symptoms that we have been told to look out for are: 
 
A high temperature 
This means that your child feels hot to touch on their chest or back; if you have a thermometer, you 
could use this (a temperature of 38°C or more is usually considered a high temperature). Guidance on 
how to take a temperature can be found on the NHS website: https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-
questions/accidents-first-aid-and-treatments/how-do-i-take-someones-temperature/ 
Please note that ‘normal’ body temperature is different for everyone and changes during the day. 
 
A new continuous cough 
This means that your child is coughing, a lot, for more than an hour – it may seem as if they can’t stop 
coughing and/or having a drink or lozenge does not calm their cough. It may also be that your child 
has had three or more of these coughing episodes in 24 hours (if they usually have a cough, it may be 
worse than usual). A cough is not considered to be a new continuous cough if the child is regularly 
clearing their throat, or if they are coughing because of a runny nose, e.g. following a cold. 
 
A loss or change to the sense of smell or taste 
This means your child has noticed that they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 
different to normal. 
  
Further guidance on symptoms can be found here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid
-19/symptoms/ 
  
If your child – or someone in your household – is displaying one or more of these symptoms, it is 
advised that you get a Coronavirus test. We are aware that it is extremely difficult to access a test at 
the moment; one parent who spoke to the Coronavirus helpline today was told that new tests are 
released between 19.00 and 20.00 each day, so that may be a good time to check. You can access 
tests via the following link: https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/accidents-first-aid-and-treatments/how-do-i-take-someones-temperature/
https://www.nhs.uk/common-health-questions/accidents-first-aid-and-treatments/how-do-i-take-someones-temperature/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name
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Cont.  
 
If you are unable to get a test, or it is taking a long time to access one, and someone in your 
household is displaying one or more of the symptoms, then your household will need to self-isolate 
for at least ten days; after this time, your child will be able to return to school. 
  
Something to consider is that we are entering the cold/flu season of the year; at the beginning of 
each school year, there are often several colds that spread around schools. This may particularly be 
the case this year as the school has not been full for the last six months, and so we have not had the 
exposure to such a range of people; it may take a while for our immune systems to catch up. 
Attached to this email is a publication from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
(RCPCH). On Page 2, there is a helpful section about the common cold and COVID-19 symptoms: 
‘From this available evidence we believe that children with simple cold symptoms such as coryzal 
symptoms (runny noses) or sore throats without fever who would normally have attended schools in 
other times should not be tested for COVID-19.’ The RCPCH agree with the PHE guidance 
(summarised above) about the symptoms to look out for when considering a test. 
  
As you know your children better than anyone, it will be your decision about whether or not you 
send your child to school. However, if you do send your child to school and we think that they are 
displaying one or more of the symptoms above, we will call you and ask you to collect your child. 
  
The next few months will undoubtedly bring confusion and concern for many, as everyone wants to 
make sure that their families are kept safe. Please be reassured that we are engaging will all available 
evidence and guidance – and are making sure to keep abreast of any updates – and that we are 
running the school in the safest possible way. We haven’t yet had any positive cases reported, and if 
we were to receive a notification of a positive case we have a clear process to follow. The safety and 
education of your children are our highest priorities and we will continue to develop our plans to 
ensure that the children are able to access an excellent education as the weeks and months 
continue. 
  
We would ask that you do your best to support each other as a school community: share any 
information on how to access tests in our local area; share useful publications, from reputable 
sources; and please respect the privacy of other families. 
  
As/when we get any further information or guidance, we will of course share it with you. In the 
meantime, if you need any support or advice from the La Fontaine team, please do contact us. 
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PE days  

Reception - Monday (pm)               Year 1 - Thursday (am) 

Year 2 - Thursday (pm)        Year 3 - Wednesday (am) 

Year 4 - Wednesday (pm)        Year 5 - Tuesday (am) 

Year 6 - Tuesday (pm) 

NEW: On your child’s PE day, please send them to school in their PE kit; they will 

stay in this all day as an extra precaution to avoid contamination. 

 

Swimming: 

We will not be going swimming in Autumn 1, or participating in any sporting 

competitions, due to Covid-19 restrictions. We will update parents as we receive 

further guidance on this. Any after-school sports clubs will be run outdoors, or in 

the sports hall, and children will maintain year group bubbles throughout. 

Septembre 

September 

All meetings will be held remotely, via Zoom, until Covid-19 restrictions are 

lifted.  

21st - 25th - Parent information meetings (days & times on following page) 

Octobre 

October 

Parents’ Evenings will be in the form of a phone call, until Covid-19  

restrictions are lifted. 

14th & 15th - Parent Evenings 

23rd - Break up for half term (return to school Monday 9th November) 

Les dates pour votre agenda: Dates for your diary 

Our purposeful, knowledge-rich 

curriculum delivers academic excellence 

and prepares our children to be the 

transformational leaders of the future. 
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Les réunions de parents: Parent meetings 

Autumn 1 parent meetings will be via Zoom: Login details will be sent directly to 

parents before the meeting date.  
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Copy here: https://lafontaineacademy.org/catering/  

https://lafontaineacademy.org/catering/

