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Dear Parents and Carers,

I write this week with quite a personal reflection on all the events that
have been happening over the last few months, not only with Covid-19,
but also the tragic events in Minneapolis and the repercussions around
the world.
Over the last couple of months I’ve had a number of conversations with a friend in Ireland,
discussing our respective experiences of lockdown and the impact on us both personally
and professionally. Reflecting on these conversations has given me a lot of insight into myself
as a teacher and leader, but has also led me to think about the real power of conversation,
and how it is instrumental within any community in establishing culture and helping us to
develop our own thinking. I’m sure we can all think back to critical conversations with friends,
colleagues or family that had a direct and lasting impact on our lives, or gave us a crucial
insight into something, simply because someone took the time to talk to us.
Conversation has been described as the “fundamental unit of change. If you change the
conversation, then there’s every chance you’ll change everything that surrounds
it.” (Jackson & Waldman, 2011). A personal conversation is not just one person talking. It
does, by definition, involve an exchange of comments and questions between two
people. Groysberg & Slind argue that, “At its best, personal conversation is an equalopportunity endeavour. It enables participants to share ownership of the substance of their
discussion. As a consequence, they can put their own ideas—and, indeed, their hearts and
souls—into the conversational arena.” (Harvard Business Review, 2012).
During the pandemic, I have had conversations with people both within and outside
education that have not only helped me to consider the best approach and support for La
Fontaine, but have also helped keep me going when things were difficult. A recent forum I
hosted for EYFS leaders across the UK, through the Princes’ Teaching Institute, gave me an
insight into how the pandemic has affected communities all over the country; the response
of the leaders has really inspired me. And speaking to friends from Ireland, Israel, America
and Italy to share our experiences as parents, children and friends has made me realise how
vital human connection is, and how these conversations lift and energise us during difficult
times.
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Recent, tragic events in Minneapolis have also brought to the forefront a
wider global conversation that needs to take place, no matter how
uncomfortable it might be for some. Racism and discrimination are
endemic within our society, and it is our responsibility as a community to
listen to those unheard and under-represented voices - regardless of
ethnicity, gender, class, sexuality, religion or culture - to lift others up and
make sure all voices are heard. Fear of others often underpins
discrimination, and as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr said, “People fail to get
along because they fear each other; they fear each other because they don’t know each
other; they don’t know each other because they have not communicated with each other.”
We therefore need to make sure we engage with people whose life experiences and
perspectives are very different to our own, to listen, talk, and accept that we may need to
change our own mind or perspective sometimes. It is only through these powerful and
challenging conversations that as a society we will learn and grow. I believe we have a
personal and, for teaching staff, a professional responsibility to educate ourselves so we can
have informed conversations with our children. Only then will we be able to support them to
make sense of the uncertain and often frightening world around them, and help them to
become the leaders we need them to be.
It is crucial that, when things eventually begin to return to some semblance of normality, we
don’t forget how, through the recent weeks and months, it has been the power of
conversation that has brought us all together and made us feel connected. We may not be
able to meet in person, to give our loved ones a hug, to share a coffee in a café, but we
have our words. And words have power. Even when all this is over we must continue to seek
opportunities to talk, to be reflective, to listen to others and to be open to change. Because it
is only if every one of us seizes the opportunity to engage in conversation, and if we challenge
others and challenge ourselves, that we will effect meaningful and lasting change within our
community and society as a whole.
I am, as always, incredible grateful to the La Fontaine community for their input and support
throughout this unprecedented time. I have had some uplifting conversations with parents,
children and staff over the last few months. We have faced some real challenges together
and, I feel, done the best for our children. I look forward to continuing to work with you over
the coming months and years – let’s keep the conversations going!
Stay safe and well
Mlle Mitchell
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À l'école: At school
Year 6 is looking more
familiar by the day; here,
the children are creating
an
action
plan
to
improve a Year 6 pupil’s
wellbeing.
Meanwhile, key worker
bubbles are keeping up
with their maths skills.
For year groups with the
option of coming into
school, children will be
using the same core
resources
as
those
learning
from
home.
Activities—both at home
and
at
school—are
designed to consolidate
existing learning.

Stars de la semaine: Stars of the week

Our pupils have been working incredibly hard both at school and at home and we
are so proud! Teachers are celebrating home learning in their weekly videos; in
school, the following children have consistently demonstrated our La Fontaine values
and so are our stars of the week:
Year 6: Tom & Scarlett

KW 1: Caiden & Sofia

KW 2: Mahi
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Updates re: partial school reopening
Year 1 return to school on Monday 15th June. Initial sessions will be afternoons only,
from 12:15pm – 3pm. Please see Y1 letter for details.
Year 6 have returned and settled in successfully. From Monday 22nd June, we will be
increasing to full time hours: 8.30am – 3pm Monday—Thursday and 8.30-11.30
Fridays to allow for a deep clean. Please see Y6 letter for details.
Following the education briefing on Wednesday, we can confirm that Years 2 – 5
are unlikely to return to school before the end of the summer term. We are working
to plan transition arrangements for these year groups and will contact parents as
soon as we have a plan in place.
We are still providing childcare for children of critical workers from 9am – 3pm daily.
If you need to access this service, please book via ParentMail. Mme Hazzard in the
main office can advise with any queries.
You can check whether you are eligible for critical worker provision through the

One Year 3 superstar reformats his work
into slides to separate out the topics
before answering!

Tired but happy, our staff wish you “Bon
weekend” after a busy week of cleaning,
organising and preparing for our children
to be welcomed back safely.
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On se retrouve: Let’s meet!

For the rest of this term, the senior leadership team will be giving weekly
assemblies via Zoom. These will be on Fridays at the following times:

Reception: 9.30-9.45

ID: 923 4671 0438

Password: 3YZVNB

Key Stage 1: 10-10.15

ID: 974 3782 5756

Password: 3YZVNB

Key Stage 2: 10.30-10.45

ID: 951 1418 4415

Password: 3YZVNB

Teachers will also be holding one class assembly; these will be taking place next
week at the following times:

For all assemblies, children at school will participate in class and those at home
will be invited to take part remotely, using Zoom. The details are:

Meeting ID: 242 788 9293

Password: 3YZVNB

We would love to see as many of our pupils as we can!
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Menu de la semaine prochaine: Next week’s menu

Our menu for next week’s key worker provision:
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À la maison: At home
Once again, our children continue to amaze and impress us with their efforts
at home. Engagement with KS1 phonics and maths meetings has been outstanding, as we can see from the views on YouTube and thumbs up on Loom!
Year 6 have been making excellent use of Google Drive to upload their work
and Year 4 have been getting creating with computing!
Click here to learn how to create an origami swan, and here to learn how to
code a conversation in Scratch: Both videos are by our talented pupils!

The first part of a
wonderful piece of
writing in Year 6,
inspired
by
the
appearance of a
mysterious-looking
parcel in their class
text Secrets of a
Sun King.
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School day timings: Year 6
12.15pm: Year 6 enter through the playground (Y5/6 entrance)
1.45pm: 15 minute break outdoors
3.00pm: Children finish school for the day; collected from the
playground

School day timings: Key worker provision
9.00am: Children enter through the office
10.30am: 15 minute break outdoors
12.30am: 1 hour lunch break
3.00pm: Children finish school for the day; collected from the office

Présence: Attendance
A reminder that La Fontaine is currently open for key worker children and Year 6
only, with further year groups to follow. You are not under any obligation to send
your child to school and we will fully support you in any decision you make; there
are no penalties or repercussions for children not attending school. We do ask that
we are given notice—the day before at the latest—if you are planning on coming in
for the first time. This is so that we can ensure that we have the optimum group sizes.

For those continuing their learning at home, the link for materials is:
https://www.lafontaineacademy.org/home-prep/
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